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The Westover Pa r i sh  Glebe house i s  approached across  t h e  f l a t , o p e n  f i e l d s  of  
Charles  C i ty  County along a t r e e - l i n e d  l a n e  t h a t  f ans  o u t  t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  
dwelling. The house is a five-bay, story-and-a-half bu i ld ing  s e t  o n  a  low 
basement, w i t h  a  l a t e r  e l l  and wing. The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  is b u i l t  of  b r i c k  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  g lazed  headers and rubbed-brick co rne r s  b o t h  above 
and below t h e  beveled water  t a b l e .  It has  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys w i t h  a  s i n g l e  
small  weathering on the  f r o n t  o f  each and b r i c k  pent c l o s e t s  abut ing  t h e i r  
r e a r  su r faces ,  The south  chimney ( the  n o r t h  one i s  p a r t i a l l y  covered by t h e  
l a t e r  wing) is l 'aid i n  Flemish bond t o  t h e  h e i g h t  of  t h e  p e n t ' s  eaves and i n  
Engl i sh  bond from t h e r e  almost t o  t h e  top. The caps and t o p  f i v e  cour ses  of  
each chimney have been r e b u i l t .  

An ear ly-n ine teenth-century  e l l  p r o j e c t s  from t h e  c e n t e r  bay of  t h e  r e a r  
wal l .  It c o n s i s t s  of a  hyphen connect ing a  square  s i n g l e - c e l l  b lock  wi th  a  
pyramidal hipped roof and a n  i n t e r i o r  end chimney. Both po r t ions  of  t h e  e l l  
a r e  l a i d  i i  Flemish bond and t h e  te rminal  b lock  has  a  s tepped water  t a b l e .  

The window and door openings of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house were changed i n  t h e  e a r l y -  
n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  poss ib ly  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  e l l  was added. The house 
now has  nine-over-nine s a s h  w i t h  a r c h i t r a v e  frames throughout t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r .  
White splayed l i n t e l s  were pa in ted  ove r  t h e  f r o n t  windows. An e l a b o r a t e  
Fede ra l - s ty l e  f r o n t  en t r ance  w i t h  leaded-glass  e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  and s ide -  
l i g h t s  was i n s t a l l e d ,  and t h e  p resen t  dormers were added o r  remodeled. These 
dormers, of  which t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  on each roof  plane of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house, 
a r e  gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  modi l l ion  co rn ices  and round-headed windows, 
f lanked by reeded p i l a s t e r s ,  breaking i n t o  t h e  tympanum. 

The south  room, o r  p a r l o r ,  i s  wainscoted a l l  around wi th  app l i ed  mold panel- 
ing  surmounted by a  c h a i r  r a i l .  This  t rea tment  i s  cont inued i n  t h e  passage 
and t h e  d in ing  roam. Symnet r ica l ly  molded trim with  b u l l ' s - e y e  blocks frame 
t h e  doors i n  a l l  t h r e e  rooms a s  we l l  as  t h e  opening i n t o  t h e  pent  c l o s e t  i n  
t h e  p a r l o r .  The l a t t e r  i s  surmounted by a  cur ious  segmental "pediment" a s  
wel l .  The window r e v e a l s  he re  and i n  t h e  o t h e r  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms a r e  l i n e d  
wi th  molded panel ing.  The p a r l o r  mantel  c o n s i s t s  of  a  p a i r  of  symmetrical ly 
molded p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks wi th  v e r t i c a l  e l l i p t i c a l  sun- 
b u r s t  pa terae .  A l a r g e  h o r i z o n t a l  sunburs t  p a t e r a  embel l i shes  a  c e n t r a l  
t a b l e t ,  and t h e  whole i s  crowned by a  d e n t i l  corn ice  and a s h e l f .  

An ear ly- twent ie th-century  one-s tory  frame wing formerly suppor ted  on b r i c k  
p i e r s ,  b u t  now having a  continuous b r i c k  underpinning, p r o j e c t s  .from the. 
house's n o r t h  end. 

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  is arranged i n  a  cent ra l -passage ,  s ing le -  
p i l e  plan.  The t r i m  was appa ren t ly  remodeled a t  t h e  same t ime a s  t h e  e x t e r i c r .  
Only t h e  c l o s e d - s t r i n g  s t a i r  w i t h  i t s  turned  b a l u s t e r s  and molded h a n d r a i l  
appears t o  d a t e  from t h e  c o l o n i a l  period.  The s t a i r  has  a n  unusual  conf igure-  
t i o n ;  i t  r i s e s  t o  a  landing ,  t u r n s ,  r i s e s  o n l y  two more s t e p s  t o  a  second 
landing ,  then  t u r n s  and completes t h e  ascent .  I ts we l l  is l i g h t e d  by t h e  
ba r re l -vau l t ed  c e n t r a l  r e a r  dormer. The panel ing on t h e  s i d e  of t h i s  s t a i r  
appears t o  d a t e  from t h e  gene ra l  remodeling of  t h e  house. 

( see  con t inua t ion  s h e e t  82) L.-. p- - - - 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Glebe House of Westover Pa r i sh  i s  one of a  small  number of g l ebe  houses 
s t i l l  s tanding i n  Virg in ia .  It belongs t o  a  group o f  such dwell ings whose 
cur ious  blend of c o l o n i a l  and Federa l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  l e a d s  t o  
i n t e r e s t i n g  specu la t ion  concerning t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p rov i s ion  f o r  t h e  c l e r g y  
of t h e  colony. 

A new Westover Pa r i sh  was c r e a t e d  i n  1720 from those  por t ions  o f  Westover 
and Weyanoke pa r i shes  l y i n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  James River. The f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  
of t h e  new p a r i s h  was Pe te r  Fontaine,  a  Huguenot educated a t  T r i n i t y  Col- 
l ege ,  Dublin, who had cone t o  Vi rg in ia  i n  1716. Fontaine remained a t  t he  
post  u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1757. During t h a t  time, he a l s o  served a s  chapla in  
t o  t h e  1728 expedi t ion  t o  survey t h e  Virginia-North Caro l ina  boundary, made 
famous by William Byrd 11's account. 

The house was apparen t ly  b u i l t  sometime between 1732 and 1757. Fontaine 
noted i n  a  pa roch ia l  r e p o r t  of 1724 t h a t  the  p a r i s h  owned two smal l  glebes 
with no bu i ld ings  o r  improvements on  them. The l a r g e r  of these  was farmed 
by a t enan t .  The church was empowered by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1730 t o  s e l l  
t hese  g lebes  i n  o rde r  t o  purchase a  new, more convenient  glebe.  One l y i n g  
nea r  Charles C i t y  Court House was bought from P h i l i p  L igh t foo t  i n  1732, and 
t h e  present  house was poss ib ly  e rec ted  soon t h e r e a f t e r .  Subsequent c l e r i c a  
r e s i d e n t s  included W i l l i a m  Davis, James Ogi lv ie ,  and John IXcnbar, who fough 
a duel  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  churchyard. Sewal Chapin was t h e  l a s t  m i n i s t e r  t o  l i v  
i n  the  house (1793-1805), which was s o l d  t o  Pa t r i ck  Hendron i n  1807 follow- 
i n g  an a c t  o f  t h e  General Assembly r equ i r ing  t h e  s a l e  o f  a l l  V i r g i n i a  

The woodwork i n  the  Westover g lebe  house, l i k e  t h a t  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  such 
Vi rg in ia  dwell ings,  appears t o  d a t e  from the  time of t h e  house 's  s a l e  i n t o  
p r i v a t e  hands, sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  decora t ion  of the  house was 
absent  o r  nonexis tent  i n  t h e  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century.  One poss ib le  explana- 
t i o n  might be t h a t  t h e  houses d e t e r i o r a t e d  i n  t e n a n t s '  hands, bu t  Westover 
Glebe, with i t s  continuous occupation by c l e rgy  throughout i t s  ownership by 
t h e  Episcopal Church, argues a g a i n s t  t h i s .  It would seem, r a t h e r ,  t h a t  while  
t h e  v e s t r i e s  f e l t  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  provide f o r  t h e i r  parsons--as evidenced 
by t h e  common assumption by those  bodies of maintenance charges l e g a l l y  
incumbent upon the  c l e r g y  themselves--they f e l t  n o , o b l i g a t i o n  t o  provide 
more than decent ,  bu t  p l a in ,  qua r t e r s .  It was thus  necessary  f o r  the  p r i -  
v a t e  buyer t o  add any more p re t en t ious  type  of decora t ion .  Westover Glebe, 
then,  i s  a p o t e n t i a l l y  important source o f  information no t  o therwise  ava i l -  
a b l e  concerning t h e  s o c i a l  s tanding of the  c o l o n i a l  Anglican c lergy .  

(see con t inua t ion  s h e e t  #3) 
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The f ron t  entry  reveal  i s  t reated with molded panels s imi la r  t o  those of the  
window reveals and i s  framed by symmetrically molded trim. The doorway in to  
the  e l l ,  however, has archi t rave trim. 
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The dining room mantel i s  s imilar  t o  t ha t  i n  the parlor,  except t h a t  the  
paterae of the  f r i e z e  and the  symmetrical molding of the  p i l a s t e r s  a r e  re- 
placed by reeding. The pent c lose t  now serves as the  passage i n t o  a kitchen 
i n  the  twentieth-century wing. 

S T A T E  

Virginia 
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I 

A small,frame, central-chimney outbuilding several  hundred yards west of the  
house i s  the  only remaining service  building other than modern ones. Despite 
i t s  early-twentieth-century date,  i t  r e t a in s  a t r ad i t i ona l  form and has been 
a t t r i bu t ed  t o  an unnamed loca l  craftsman who reportedly b u i l t  s imi la r  build- 
ings f o r  a number of farms i n  the v ic in i ty .  
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE 

Mid-nineteenth-century owners o f  the house included Augustus Pemberton and 
Ricarda Parker Crenshaw. After many years i n  other hands, the property was 
reacquired by the ir  descendants, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Parker Crenshaw,in 
1942. It i s  presently owned by Dr. and Mrs. John P. O'Brien. 
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